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" Japan was always more or less one people, secure in
her islands. You are in a very different position."

" Our position is impregnable as long as we maintain
our Army. It will secure us the breathing space which we
need for internal reform. Already it has accomplished
great things. Foreigners said that the Army of Liberation
would take months to reach Constantinople from Sal-
onika. We were masters of the situation in a fortnight."

" Yes, but you had no serious enemy against you. How
long will it take you, even with Marshal von der Goltz's
help, to organise the supply and transport, the rolling-
stock, the aeroplanes, searchlights, artillery, machine
guns and medical stores necessary for a modern war ? "

" Ask Mahmoud Shevket Pasha," Taalat replied. " He
knows. He surprised you before, and will surprise you
again. We must choose between being pupils or slaves.
Exploitation by Germany is a lesser evil than partition
by the Great Powers."

cc I agree with you that it is in the interests of Germany
to keep you alive and intact for her own purposes," said
the Englishman. " But Germany is no more altruistic
than France or England. You have an almost super-
human task before you. It is dangerous, Efiendi, to dream
of your Army as invincible, or your natural resources as
illimitable. Your communications are bad, much of your
land is exhausted, and your peasants are ignorant. You
Young Turks have been dazzled by success. You have
come from districts where you were paid irregularly.
Here in Constantinople a river of gold seems to be
flowing into the Treasury. But how long will it last ? "

" It has lasted throughout the Hamidian regime. Under
our rule, prosperity will double and even treble itself,"

" Maybe. But you will have to sink enormous sums of